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“PEACE
- TANGNEFEDD
- SHAL’OM”

Over the past few weeks, the theme
of Peace has been weaving its
thread, constant and rainbow-like,
through my appointments and,
therefore, thoughts and horizons. On
the last Sunday of September, outside
St. David’s Priory in Swansea - at
what was a rather run-down and
abandoned patch - we officially
inaugurated the “Peace Garden of the
Parish Community”, a  ‘work in
progress’ (what Peace is not?) but
already with its plants of peace and
painted stones a colourful and
eloquent testimony to the dreary
concrete drabness of a City Centre of a
‘different’ message, of beauty, goodwill
and...hope, above all.

A few weeks earlier, I attended the
International Peace Mala Awards in the
Temple of Peace in Cardiff. PeaceMala is
the fruit of the initiative and vision of a
remarkable woman, Pam Evans, who
having witnessed the anti-Muslim
prejudice and its effect on schoolchildren in
her area of Swansea following the 9/11
tragedy, didn’t just limit herself to shaking
her head and saying “something should be
done” (all too easy, often) but got up and
did something about it. The organisation
she began, and still runs from Morriston,
looks for the common ground between all
faiths, and the message of peace and love
which they (and all true followers of them
should) have at their heart. It is a
remarkable ‘from acorns oak trees grow’
story: now the PeaceMala message and
logo has spread throughout Wales, the UK
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Some of the children who won awards at the International Peace Mala in Cardiff

and even further afield, and at the Awards
on September the 14th many dignitaries
were present, one pop star (!) but - the most
important and real ‘special guests’ - the
many children from as far afield as
Scotland who had come to collect their
awards for their various projects and
initiatives promoting Peace and Harmony
in their schools and communities.

Peace gardens and School projects seem
like little things, maybe; small bright
pebbles falling all too often into a dark and
restless sea of violence, war, power and
prejudice. But little pebbles cause ripples
that have a way of spreading out, reaching
places no-one could have imagined. As
Christians especially the message of Peace
lies at the heart of our profession of faith.

We follow a man - Jesus of Nazareth - who
with the words of his life, but even more so
the example of his death, rejected all
violence and aggression against anyone,
and lifted up his hands in surrender,
allowing himself to be unjustly condemned
and crucified, rather than react, fight back.
His greatest gift to his community (indeed,
the gift that gave his community its being)
was that very Spirit of Love and Peace
which has been poured out into our hearts,
and is given to us constantly when we
gather together: “I leave you Peace, my
Peace I give you”. In Welsh there are two
words for ‘Peace: Heddwch and
Tangnefedd. Heddwch is an ‘external’
Peace, a ‘political’ peace, between States,
for example. Tangnefedd, on the other
hand, goes much deeper. It is an interior

Peace, a spiritual reality which springs
from the depths of the heart. In his
Encyclical ‘Pacem in Terris’ written over
40 years ago (who says the Church moves
slower than society?) that great man and
missionary of Peace, John XXIII, wrote
these words: “The World will never be
the dwelling place of Peace, until
Peace has found a home in the hearts
of men”. Had he known Welsh (and the
fact that he did not proves that not even
great men are perfect!) I am sure he would
have made the distinction: “The World will
never be the dwelling place of Peace
(Heddwch) until Peace (Tangnefedd) has
found a home in the hearts of men”.

I rather think that the Peace Jesus meant
is that Peace too: Tangnefedd. Shal'om.
And that is why if there ever is to be Peace
on Earth, it is probably up to us, more than
anyone. Because within us we already
have the key, the secret. And, if we want
to enough, the culture of Peace and
civilisation of Love really can be built,
slowly, but surely, with little things: words
and colours. Smiles and Stones. Water
poured out and Bread broken.

Peace be with you

Tangnefedd!

Shal’om!
F.C.

For MORE INFO. about PEACEMALA and

how you, your school/community could get

involved, have a look at ...
www.peacemala.org.uk

Courses...or just

articles, lyrics,

Development Director) at
tadceirion@yahoo.co.uk
ANY contributions welcome.
Erthyglau/gwybodaeth ac ati

yn y gymraeg
yn croeso iawn...! Diolch/thanks!

f you have anything you think

might be of interest to a Youth
Audience: Retreats, Celebrations,
suggestions,
comments, interesting websites or
photos
(etc.!!)...please do not hesitate to
send them to me, Fr.Ceirion (Youth

COMPETITIONI

tadceirion@yahoo.co.uk

Swansea SA1 3NG by 31 November.

January edition of the Menevia News!

yw Cariad”.

tadceirion@yahoo.co.uk

Website of the Month
GET GOD ON YOUR POD!!!

WWW.pray-as-you-go.org

bydd y stori buddugol yn cael

Mynyw!

CYSTADLEUAETH!

If you are aged 16-25 write a short story
(fact or fiction) ending with the words
“...and then | understood what Love is”.

Send it to me with your details at -

or to - St.Davids Priory, St.Davids Place,

The winner will receive £20 and the
winning entry will be published in the

Os wyt ti rhwng 16 a 25 oed ysgrifenna
stori byr (ffaith neu ffuglen) sy’n gorffen
gyda’r geiriau “...yna wnes i ddeall beth

Danfonwch hi ataf gyda dy manylion at -

neu at Priordy Dewi Sant, Plas Dewi
Sant, Abertawe SA1 3NG cyn Tachwedd
31. Bydd yr ennillydd yn derbyn £20 a .
ei Student Lunch - St Benedict's Church Hall - 12:30pm (after mass) - £2

chyhoeddi yn argraffiad lonawr Dolen

many countries.

WE MEET ON:
Wednesdays

Thursdays

7:00pm -
Fridays

Free

Sundays

CALLING ALL SWANSEA STUDENTSI!

he Catholic Society (CathSoc) of Swansea University supports

I Catholic and like-minded students during their stay in Swansea.
We seek to foster closer links with other Christian groups to
promote inter-religious dialogue and understanding. The Society has a
strong international membership and so is active in justice and peace
issues by getting involved in raising funds to help the less fortunate in

We provide opportunities to celebrate our Faith by holding Holy Mass in the
Chaplaincy at Fulton House; by sharing meals after Sunday Mass at St
Benedict’s Church, Sketty; by organising video evenings and by meeting up for
a chat, a laugh and the odd drink.

Fellowship Lunch - Fulton House Chaplaincy - 1:15pm - Free

Journey into Faith (including light supper) - St Benedict's Church Hall -

Celebration of Holy Mass - Fulton House Chaplaincy - 1:15pm
(from 1pm until Mass, the chapel will be available for silent prayer)

Come along and give it a go!!!
Info :swanseacathsoc@hotmail.com
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