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SN O R VARE
WALES
The statue of ‘Our Lady of the Taper’

to travel to London
for the Papal Visit

he statue of Our Lady of the Taper normally

resides in the Catholic National Shrine of

Wales in Cardigan, but plans are being
drawn up for the statue to be taken to London in
September, so that Pope Benedict XVI will be able
to bless and light a candle in the hand of the
Virgin Mother. This is a great honour for the
Catholic Church in Wales and recognition of the
National Shrine as an important site of pilgrimage
not just for Welsh Catholics but also for people
from other parts of Britain and the rest of the
world.

The design of the statue is
based upon a medieval image
believed to originate in Arras,
France, which had a thriving
trade with the then seaport of
Cardigan. Now the shrine is
listed as one of the “Taper"
shrines of Europe.

During the AD LIMINA visit to
Rome at the beginning of
February this year, Bishop Tom
Burns took the opportunity of
speaking to the Holy Father
about the Papal Visit to
England and Scotland.

“I mentioned to him how disappointed we all were that he is
unable to come to Wales, as his predecessor did in 1982, but
we do understand that on this occasion he already has a
packed programme of Church and State engagements to
fulfil in a much shorter period of time. However,” the Bishop
added, “I told the Holy Father that we would be putting
forward some plans for him to be ‘in touch’ with Wales
during his Visit. I showed him on the map where Cardigan
was, and explained that the people of Wales would like to
bring the statue of ‘Our Lady of the Taper’ from Cardigan to
London on pilgrimage to meet him. The Pope smiled with
interest and repeated the phrase: ‘in touch’ with Wales.”

The lighting the Taper in Westminster Cathedral has now
been included in the Pope’s official programme. “This is a
great honour not just for Welsh Catholics but also for
everyone in Wales,” said Bishop Tom. The Rector of the
National Shrine, Father Jason Jones, will lead a group of
pilgrims from Cardigan, joined by others en route, to
accompany the statue to London in September. Owing to
pressure on numbers, only a very small delegation will be
invited into Westminster Cathedral. Afterwards, the
pilgrims will return to Cardigan, where a Mass of
Thanksgiving will be celebrated.

CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF

ENGLAND AND WALES

Statement by the Catholic Bishops of England and Wales

Child abuse in the
Catholic Church has
been such a focus of
public attention
recently that we, the
Bishops of England
and Wales, wish to
address this issue
directly and
unambiguously.

Catholics are members of a
single universal body. These
terrible crimes, and the
inadequate response by some
church leaders, grieve us all.

Our first thoughts are for all
who have suffered from the
horror of these crimes, which
inflict such severe and lasting
wounds. They are uppermost
in our prayer. The distress
we feel at what has happened
is nothing in comparison with
the suffering of those who
have been abused.

The criminal offences
committed by some priests
and religious are a profound
scandal. They bring deep
shame to the whole church.
But shame is not enough. The
abuse of children is a grievous
sin against God. Therefore
we focus not on shame but on
our sorrow for these sins.
They are the personal sins of
only a very few. But we are
bound together in the Body of
Christ and, therefore, their
sins touch us all.

We express our heartfelt
apology and deep sorrow to
those who have suffered
abuse, those who have felt
ignored, disbelieved  or
betrayed. We ask their
pardon, and the pardon of
God for these terrible deeds
done in our midst. There can
be no excuses.

Furthermore, we recognise
the failings of some bishops
and religious leaders in
handling these matters.
These, too, are aspects of this
tragedy which we deeply
regret and for which we
apologise. The procedures
now in place in our countries
highlight what should have
been done straightaway in the
past. Full co-operation with
statutory bodies is essential.

Now, we believe, is a time for
deep prayer of reparation and
atonement. We invite
Catholics in England and
Wales to make the four
Fridays in May 2010 special
days of prayer. Even when we
are lost for words, we can
place ourselves in silent
prayer. We invite Catholics
on these days to come before
the Blessed Sacrament in our
parishes to pray to God for
healing, forgiveness and a
renewed dedication. We pray
for all who have suffered
abuse; for those who
mishandled these matters
and added to the suffering of
those affected. From this
prayer we do not exclude
those who have committed
these sins of abuse. They
have a journey of repentance
and atonement to make.

We pray also for Pope
Benedict, whose wise and
courageous leadership is so
important for the Church at
this time.

In our dioceses we will
continue to make every effort,
working with our
safeguarding commissions, to
identify any further steps we
can take, especially
concerning the care of those
who have suffered abuse,
including anyone yet to come
forward with their account of
their painful and wounded

past. We are committed to
continuing the work of
safeguarding, and are
determined to maintain
openness and transparency,
in close cooperation with the
statutory authorities in our
countries. We thank the
thousands who give
generously of their time and
effort to the Church's
safeguarding work in our
parishes and dioceses. We
commit ourselves afresh to
the service of children, young
people and the vulnerable in
our communities. We have
faith and hope in the future.
The Catholic Church abounds
in people, both laity, religious
and clergy, of  great
dedication, energy and
generosity who serve in
parishes, schools, youth
ventures and the care of
elderly people. We also thank
them. The Holy Spirit guides
us to sorrow and repentance,
to a determination to better
ways, and to a renewal of love
and generosity towards all in
need

This statement was released
on 27th April, with a note from
Bishop Tom as follows...
With reference to para 7 of the
statement, each parish was
asked to arrange for the four
Fridays of Prayer and
Reparation to take place at
times that were locally suitable,
and announce these to their
people. The service could
begin with Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament, and
include prayers, a reading,
reflection, intercessions,
anthems/hymns, completing
with Benediction.
Unfortunately as our May
edition had already been
published this Bishops’
statement was received too
late by Menevia News to
enable you to read it before any
of the Fridays of May..

The Editor




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Return to News Index

